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SAVAGE UMBRELLA BUILDS MOMENTUM  

WITH FIRST FULL SEASON OF DEVISED THEATER 
 

(Minneapolis, MN—August 10, 2010)—Savage Umbrella, a theater partnership specializing in devised 
works and a rising star in the Twin Cities theater scene, today announced its first full season of new 
theater. Upcoming productions in 2010-11 include: 

 

 Leaves, a brand new work examining modern America through the writing of Walt Whitman and 
the ensemble. Leaves will run at the Playwrights’ Center in Minneapolis, September 9-12. 

 The Winter Adventures of Happy, the SAD Clown (December 2010): Join Happy, a very depressed 
clown, on his search for happiness through a vast and confusing winter wonderland.  

 the ravagers (shut up and let me go) (April 2011):  Based on Aeschylus’ The Suppliants, this 
exploration of manipulation, dissent, and humanity will undergo simultaneous workshops in 
Seoul, South Korea and Minneapolis, Minnesota, culminating in a public presentation. A full 
production will take place in Fall 2011. 

 Ex-Gays (Summer 2011): Under the care of Pastor Brian (a registered, card-carrying Ex-Gay) 
you’ll learn the skills to help turn you Straight around. A wild, interactive satire that takes a peek 
at life in an imaginary conversion therapy camp.  

 
Formed in 2007, Savage Umbrella has worked collaboratively with artists, musicians, and other theater 
companies to create a string of well-received productions, including America:acerimA  (“Funny and sad, 
poignant and irreverent”—Wally Rev, kcstage.com);  Love Me or Die!  (“The kind of company-created 
work that gives company-created work a good name”—Matthew Everett, mnartists.org);  and, with 
3AM Productions, last spring’s The Awakening  (“an amazing show: it had me on the edge of my seat, 
and on multiple occasions wanting to jump out of it with cheers”—Jay Gabler, tcdailyplanet.net). 
 
“We’ve found a lot of success in the last few years, so this is the next step,” said Laura Leffler-McCabe, 
the partnership’s Artistic Director. “We’ve had some ideas on the back burner for a while, and we’re 
excited to have the resources and the audience to make them a reality.” 
 
The season will be supported by a fundraiser on Thursday, August 19 from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at the 
Playwrights’ Center. The event will feature live music by Savage Umbrella artists, food and drink 
(including two kegs of homebrewed beer), and a silent auction, for a suggested donation of $10-$25. 
 
FIRST UP: LEAVES 
 
Leaves, Savage Umbrella’s first production of the season, follows six characters from diverse walks of life 
who are thrown together after the death of a common mentor. As the funeral approaches, they struggle 
to understand themselves, each other, and what it means to be American in the twenty-first century.  
 
The play blends source material from Walt Whitman’s Leaves of Grass with dialogue, poetry, and music 
created by the company. In production since June, Leaves recently completed its workshop phase, in 
which the play was concepted, outlined, and drafted by the company and collaborating artists.  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
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“We started by discussing the themes and context of Whitman’s work, and how it pertained to America 
today,” said Bryan Grosso, who is co-directing the play with Leffler-McCabe. “Then we moved on to 
character creation, then outlining, and we’ve just returned from a forest retreat with the cast where we 
hammered out the first draft of the script.” 
 
“Generating new work as a team can be tricky, but it’s a process we’ve honed over the last few years,” 
said Leffler-McCabe. “Leaves has about 15 different creators, and they’ve each left their mark on the 
piece in the best possible way.” 
 

#  #  #
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ABOUT SAVAGE UMBRELLA  
 
Savage Umbrella is a professional theatrical partnership 
committed to producing the new work of our partners 
and collaborating with other artists.  We disregard 
artistic boundaries while striving to challenge audiences 
and engage our community through radical explorations 
of both form and content. 

 
www.savageumbrella.org  |  www.facebook.com/savageumbrella  |  www.twitter.com/savageumbrella  
 

 
ABOUT LEAVES  
 
Six people are brought together by the death of a great man. As the funeral approaches, they struggle to 
understand themselves, each other, and what it means to be American in the twenty-first century. 
Inspired by the work of Walt Whitman, the poet who defined America’s soul, Leaves is a world premiere 
play with music and poetry (both old and new) collaboratively created by Savage Umbrella. 
 
Directed by: Bryan Grosso and Laura Leffler-McCabe 
Featuring: Amber Davis, Russ Dugger, Emily Dussault, Bryan Grosso, Laura Leffler-McCabe, 

and Katharine Moeller 
Music composed by: Candace Bilyk and Ben Mattson 
Written by: The above, as well as writers Tom Borger and Tanner Curl and contributing 

artists Byron Adams, Blake E. Bolan, Sarah Brown, Kit Leffler, Shira Levenson, 
Rachel Nelson, Alan Wales, and Breanna Weitzel 

 
Where: The Playwrights’ Center, 2301 East Franklin Ave., Minneapolis, MN  55406 
When:  Sept. 9 at 7:30 p.m. 
 Sept. 10 at 7:30 and 10 p.m. (pay what you can) 
 Sept. 11 at 7:30 and 10 p.m. 
 Sept. 12 at 4:30 p.m. 
Tickets:  $12-$18 sliding scale 
 Tickets available at www.brownpapertickets.org or savageumbrella@gmail.com  

 

 
ABOUT THE SAVAGE UMBRELLA HELLA HAPPY HOUR FUNDRAISER  
 
We’ll be getting up to all kinds of high-jinks with live music from Savage Umbrella artists (like Anna 
Carol, Candy Bilyk, Jonathan Peterson, Daniel Dusquene, Emily Dussault, Lacey Piotter and Russell 
Dugger, just to name a few). You can enjoy appetizers, wine and the featured two kegs of homebrew 
(honey wheat and American pale ale) handmade by Dr. Michael Leffler-McCabe. We’ll have a silent 
auction for awesome items like a massage from Alexis Clarksean, certified massage and cranio-sacral 
therapist, and a gift certificate to Half Price Books. And you’ll get a sneak peek at our 2010-2011 season!  
 
Where:  The Playwrights’ Center, 2301 East Franklin Ave., Minneapolis, MN  55406 
When: August 19 from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Suggested donation: $10-$25 
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